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and anxiety. But there were still deeper-reaching causes for his
delinquencies. Throughout his childhood this boy had shared
the bedroom of his parents and obtained a very sadistic impres-
sion from their intercourse. As I pointed out earlier, this experi-
ence strengthened his own sadism. His desire for intercourse
both with his father and his mother remained under the domina-
tion of his sadistic fixations, and was connected with great anxiety.
The violence of the sister under these circumstances took in his
unconscious the place both of the violent father and, alternately,
the mother. In both cases it was castration and punishment he
had to expect, and again the punishment corresponded to his
own very sadistic and primitive super-ego. It was plain that he
repeated on the little girls the attacks he had suffered himself,
only changing the situation in so far that now he was the aggressor.
His breaking open of cupboards and taking out articles, as well
as his other destructive tendencies, had the same unconscious
causes and symbolic meaning as his sexual assaults. This boy,
feeling overwhelmed and castrated, had to change the situation
by proving to himself that he could be the aggressor himself. One
important motive for these destructive tendencies was to prove to
himself again and again that he was still a man> besides abreacting
his hatred against his sister on other objects.
It was however no less his feeling of guilt which drove him to
repeat again and again acts which were to be punished by a cruel
father or mother, or even both. His apparent indifference to
punishment, his apparent lack of fear were completely mislead-
ing. The child was overwhelmed by fear and feeling of guilt.
Now arises the question wherein his development differed from
that of the neurotic child I described earlier. I can only throw
out some suggestions. It may have been that through his
experiences with the sister this very primitive and cruel super-ego
had remained fixated on the one hand in the stage of develop-
ment it had then reached; on the other hand it was bound to
this experience and always dealing with it. Thus this child was
inevitably more overwhelmed with anxiety than little Peter.
Connected with this a still stronger repression shut off all outlets
for phantasy and sublimation, so that no other way remained
than to repeat desire and fear continually in the same acts. Com-
pared with the neurotic child he had actually had experience of
an overwhelming super-ego, which the other child had only
evolved from inner causes. Thus it was also with his hatred,
which, in consequence of his real experience, found expression in
his destructive acts.
I mentioned that in this case, as probably in others of the same
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